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Taylor University mourns loss of Katrina Wahl
Campus mourns together at memorial service last Tuesday and learns personal lessons from recent tragedy
BY KAREN PENNER
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Last Saturday, Taylor
University lost a student and a
friend. According to the campus
safety report, at approximately
12:48 a.m. the body of Katrina
Wahl, a sophomore art and
music major from Montana, was
found in a car behind the Randall
Environmental
Center.
The car was discovered by
campus safety officer Brad
Kochanek during a routine patrol
of the
campus
grounds.
According to the Grant County
Coroner's office, Wahl's death
was
ruled
a
suicide.
In the following Monday's
chapel service, a letter written by
President David Gyertson, who
was away on business, was read
to the university sharing his
thoughts, concerns and prayers.
Gyertson's message was drawn
from
Psalms
23.
A memorial service was held
October 23, at 7 p.m. in the
Rediger Auditorium. During the
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that
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In an interview on Tuesday,
October 23, Skip Trudeau,
associate dean of students, said
he was greatly saddened by
Wahl's death. He also encour
aged the campus by saying that
though the student body is above
average and striving for perfec
tion, "it is ok to not be perfect."
"Ask the questions, don't try to
go through things alone"
said
Trudeau.
If members of the Taylor
community need someone to
talk with regarding this or
any
other troubles they are
fac
ing, they may contact Bob
Neideck or Kay Keller at the
Counseling Center, extension
5222, between the hours of 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
for Katrina Wahl may be
sent to Samaritan's Purse,
Operation Christmas Child, 801
Bamboo Road, P.O. Box
3000, Boone, NC 28607.

Anthrax scare at DC Gerig hosts disaster drill over break
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RAMON DARROW HELPS HIMSELF to a Subway sandwich
since the DC shut down during normal lunch hours after a pow
dery substance on a shipment of bananas was found by an
employee Wednesday, Oct. 17. Students had a choice of either
eating fast food outside of the Stuart room or the usual items at
the Grill, which was temporarily shut down. The DC reopened
at 4:00 p.m. for dinner and later compensated students with
boxes of Pop-Tarts. The Grant County Sheriffs and Health
Department said the substance presented no threat.

SET DOWN IN THE MIDST OF A CROWDED OLSON PARKING LOT, the Samaritan air trans

port from Peakview Hospital in Fort Wayne waits for the next call. The helicopter was a part of
the Grant County inter-agency mock disaster drill held at Taylor University at 2:00 p.m. on Sat.,
Oct. 20. Gerig Hall was the site of a mock explosion where 30 people from Taylor and the sur
rounding community acted as bum patients. The drill focused on inter-area communication,
search and rescue, and triage. Newer personnel on the different emergency staffs involved made
up the majority of the rescuers so that they could gain experience and knowledge of large scale
rescue operations. The drill was declared a success and another will be held next year at a dif
ferent location with a different scenario to keep Grant County emergency services sharp.
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"And if we find the best of our answers
are inadequate, He will supply the
peace that passes understanding..."
-President Dr. David Gyertson

A series of tributes to Katrina Wahl
"But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kind
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gen
tleness and self-control" (Gal.
5:22-23). This was Katrina.
Every part of her being manifest
ed her love for Christ. She was
meek, genuine and dignified.
With the softest, biggest heart she
would always take care to ask us
how we were. Her smile was a
comfort, and although she never
said much, she spoke volumes
though her presence.
She
brought calmness and encourage
ment. Katrina never uttered a
complaint, but always reassured
us of God's love. She was like a
precious child uncorrupted by the
world. Katrina was definitely a
balance to our chaos, like a dove
among the geese. Never will we
forget her, and it was a blessing
to live with her. Someday, in
God's time, we will live together
again, and that time will be for
eternity.
-Her suitemates
(Tiffany Litwiller, Crystal Bailey,
Rachel Goyer, Meredith Siwy,
Sarah Helderman, Beth Fast,
and Jenny Hoyt)
When I think of Katrina, the
first words that come to mind are
"kind" and "gentle". I remember
the first time I had a conversation
with her. She made a comment
to the effect of "I like being with
quiet people." Then she looked
at me, smiled, and said, "I also
enjoy not-so-quiet people." She
was always so careful not to be
offensive or hurtful. Katrina was
sensitive to others around her.
She was never too busy for other
people. Whenever I saw her on
my wing or passing on campus,
she would always stop to ask
about my day and give a word of
encouragement. Katrina was the
type of person who listened twice
as much as she spoke. She was
interested in the lives of those
around her. I loved to hear
Katrina talk about her family. I
often heard Katrina say "God has
blessed me with a family who
loves me." I could usually tell if
I said something that made her
think of her family in Montana
because of the look on her face.
She had a satisfied smile when
she thought about them. When I
think of Katrina, I will always
cling to the memory of her
prayers. She spoke to her heav

enly Father with the same lady
like style she always spoke, but
with an appropriate reverence. It
seemed she constantly knew
what to say. On many occasions,
she knew exactly how to pray for
me. I can picture her sitting with
Jesus right now and talking to
Him just as she did so often here
on earth.
-Abby Schreiner
I just want to thank God so
much for blessing me with the
indescribable privilege and treas
ure of being friends with Katrina.
I met her only a little over a year
ago, but she became one of my
closest friends and has touched
my life for eternity. I love you so
much, Katrina, and I am looking
forward to joining you in Jesus'
glorious presence whenever he
calls me home. Until that time
may our Lord guide us all in a
closer walk with Him, and may
we be like Jesus to others with
every breath He gives us on
this earth. In Christ's Love,
-Stephanie Schuetz
She was kind and gentle, an
incredibly patient listener,
always had a smile and an
encouraging word. She would
quietly come up behind you
and give you a shoulder rub or
ask how your day was and really
be interested in the answer.
These simple things were an
incredible gift of God, and she is
and will continue to be greatly
missed.
-Melissa Mange
Katrina—I met her the first day
of classes last year and knew that
I wanted to be friends with this
kind, sweet and gentle girl.
God's love shone . through
Katrina; she was "a sweet saviour
of Christ" (II Cor. 2:15). I love
Katrina's spark of humor that
showed in her smile and welltimed, witty remarks!. A good
listener, Katrina gave me
thoughtful advice. Memorable
study breaks with her are our trip
to the playground and rollerblading around campus. Katrina's
accomplishments in music were
also inspiring. I cannot be in the
music building without thinking
of her. Truly, Katrina was a
blessing and enriched my life
greatly.
-Katie

Katrina was one of the sweet nate circumstances. Two Taylor
est, gentlest, kindest and selfless Ringers had to leave Taylor, and
people I have ever known. I the group was in need of people
knew her through being in Taylor with musical experience. Both of
Ringers with her, both last and us were willing and had to work
this semester. She was a talented hard together to catch up with the
musician who loved to ring and rest of the group. I got to know
was always up for a challenge. her quickly, and her smile and
She was more than happy to try positive attitude kept me going.
and ring some of my bells in The Ringers are a tight group,
addition to hers and took most of and all know each other well, so
the page turns when I shared a Katrina and I were a bit on the
music stand. She was my accom outside being welcomed in. We
panist for solo ringing and became good friends and slowly
showed much patience in waiting let the closeness of the group
for me, starting over and playing draw us both in. On tour, Dr.
the same piece over and over. Parker gave each of us a person
But what I think I'll remember in the group to pray for, and
most about Katrina are her smile, Katrina was mine. The idea was
giving spirit and wit. She didn't to drop special notes and gifts, as
say much, but when she did it well as pray for the person on our
paper, and at the end of the tour
we told who we each had.
After tour, praying together or
discussing issues present in our
lives was common. We had a
bond that I thought was never
to be broken. It is by yet anoth
er unfortunate circumstance
that Katrina is not here any
longer, but she has not left me,
nor has she left anyone here.
She lives on in all the many
people she has touched. That
bond we had will be with me
until I can see her in heaven
was to encourage someone. On when I will tell her, "Katrina,
spring break tour she would thanks, and I love you."
-Frankie Jackson
occasionally say just one line that
would have us rolling on the
I remember the first time that I
floor laughing. She was intelli
gent, too, and observant. One met Katrina—last January, at our
time on tour when we were not church, Union Chapel Baptist. I
sure exactly where we were and thought that she was so beautiful,
feared we might be lost, someone tall with luxuriant, long, blonde
finally yelled, "What state are we hair and her clear blue eyes. I
in?" Katrina, without missing a loved her name, and I remember
beat replied, "A state of confu that we talked about our national
sion." I will miss Katrina. This ities, since that is a Scandinavian
Sunday the ringers will have to name. Katrina seemed so kind
ring without her if we can see the and peaceful, caring and gentle,
pages of music through our tears. full of grace. I admired her for
I praise God that I have the fond her composure and quiet confi
memories to look back upon and dence. She had played the piano
remember. Katrina, God bless, a few times during our service,
and I will never forget you.
delicately and firmly pounding
-Emily Hill out the lilting notes of some
encouraging hymn or melody,
All who knew Katrina know revealing Christ to our hearts. It
that she was very special, but for has such a power to penetrate
those who were able to spend deep into the soul, uplifting,
time with her, she truly was a drawing emotion, revealing true
special friend. Katrina was a beauty. She spent so much time
blessing to me, being always practicing her beloved piano
willing to listen, being there for songs, and she used her amazing
me at a time when I thought no talent to encourage and bless oth
one would. We met by unfortu ers. When I once asked her about

her home in Montana, Katrina
told me that she loved the wild
openness. She said that one of
her favorite things at home was
to go for long walks out in the
countryside, sometimes being
gone for hours, out in the grass
and flowers and smells...and
peace. She said that she used to
do that at Taylor also. I loved her
smile, and the way her eyes
would brighten and she'd say in
her quiet, musical voice, "Hi,
Kristina... How are you doing
today?" And she would stop and
talk and listen intently. She was
n't very talkative, so every word
really counted. I've never met
anyone quite like Katrina, so
beautiful and special. I still find it
hard to believe that I won't see
her with her art supplies on her
way to go paint or in the DC with
her piano books getting ready to
go practice after dinner or sitting
next to me in Sunday School. But
what I will always remember
about Katrina is my first impres
sion, that of a beautiful
Scandinavian princess-girl, who I
admired and liked very much.
-A friend

I only had the privilege of real
ly knowing Katrina for the past
eight weeks. She was in my
small group, and it was a joy to
meet with her each week. Just
last week I was in such a hurry to
finish things before fell break,
and yet when the time came for
small group, just having her there
brought a calm peace to the rush
of the day. She had a way about
her that truly demonstrated die
words "Be still." Katrina taught
me many things about being self
less and showing genuine con
cern for those around me, and my
hope is that these lessons are not
soon forgotten. My prayer is that
all of us will leam to focus a lit
tle more on others, be a listening
ear and a little less on ourselves,
but more importantly, may we all
remember that "His grace is suf
ficient for us, for His power is
made perfect in weakness."
-Dory Schmidt
In lieu of flowers for Katrina
Wahl, memorials my be sent to
Samaritan's Purse, Operation
Christmas Child, 801 Bamboo
Road, P.O. Box 3000, Boone,
NC 28607
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"The greatest gift you can give another is the
purity of your attention."
-Richard Moss

Due to lack of space, all Taylathon letters to the editor and results from the Taylathon poll will be printed in the November 2 issue.

Letters to the Editor
W

ithin the first few weeks of
my freshman year here at
Taylor, niy parents decided to
separate. I fell apart. I stopped
going to classes, sometimes for
weeks at a time. I spent fourteen
or fifteen hours a day in bed. 1
didnt go to chapel. I avoided
social situations. I regularly
skipped meals. I was depressed.
Thankfully, the summer after
my freshman year, I got some
counseling, and I came to grips
with a lot of things. My life is
back together now, and today I
can honestly say that I am
healthy.
So why am I writing this here?
Well, the events of last weekend,
coupled with what I went through
two years ago, indicate that we
have a problem here on Taylor's
campus. As everyone must know
by now, we had a suicide here at
Taylor. I did not know Katrina
Wahl, but some people did; even
so,, she got to a place so dark that
she felt she needed to take her

own life. How can something
like this happen here?
ril tell you how. People ignore
it. I was depressed for an entire
year, but no one ever came to ask
if anything was wrong. Where
were my PA's and DC? I knew 1
wasn't healthy; I wanted help. No
one ever came, though. I find it
highly unlikely that the girls on
my wing didn't notice my depres
sion. It seems more likely that
my wing-mates knew I wasn't
well and decided to ignore it.
I understand the impetus to
ignore depression. It's such a dif
ficult disease and has such a
social stigma, especially here,
that people would rather pretend
it simply doesn't exist. However,
depression is life threatening, as
we saw this week. If we stay
wrapped up in our little, superfi
cial problems, then people who
are really suffering are going to
keep on being overlooked.
I'm not trying to place blame.
Like I said, I didn't know Katrina,

Although I did not know
Katrina Wahl very well, I have
been deeply touched by her
death. You see, for me Katrina's
decision to commit suicide is a
very fresh reminder of my own
struggle with extreme perfection
ism, depression and suicidal
thoughts. While I spent several
years immersed in an intensify
ing battle with depression it is the
night I almost committed suicide
that consumes my thoughts as I
reflect on Katrina's death. I was
startled when I realized recently
that my own close brush with
suicide occurred at almost the
exact same point in my Taylor
career . . . midway through the
fall semester of my sophomore
year. Because I can remember
the overwhelming despair I felt
that night as I began to write my
goodbye letters, I am heartbroken
in identifying with how Katrina
suffered last Friday night.
Katrina was very successful in
concealing much of her struggle,
offering the campus little oppor
tunity to ease her burden. For

this reason, it is difficult to look as depression, eating disorders
back and identify much that the and extreme perfectionism, I
Taylor community could have believe that we must seek to
become more educated about
done to assist her. However, I do
these topics.
believe that we can look forward
Even more so, I see the need for
and recognize several ways in
which we can minister to others each of us to learn to be more
vulnerable with one another. By
who are looking for help as they
working to maintain an appear
wrestle with similar issues. I
know through my own experi ance of "having it all together",
ence that there is a great amount . we do ourselves a great disserv
of ignorance on our campus ice. No one feels comfortable
regarding such problems. Unlike admitting weakness to the one
Katrina, I displayed veiy obvious that appears perfect. By main
signs of depression by sleeping taining this fa£ade, we keep our
all the time, not eating, becoming selves from receiving assistance
to overcome our own struggles
very withdrawn and sullen and
and prevent ourselves from help
attending none of my classes or
ing others, as they feel unable to
usual activities. One might find
it hard to believe that these signs share their burdens with us. In
this, we clearly neglect one of the
were not noticed. However, it is
greatest functions of the Body of
evident to me that those around
me were uneducated regarding Christ.
Until this week, I never envi
depression. They were either
sioned
sharing my deepest strug
unaware of the implications of
gle
with
the entire Taylor com
my actions or did not know how
munity.
But
I hope that doing so
to address the situation. As It
has
encouraged
you to share your
becomes more apparent to us that
true
self
with
those
around you.
there are many students on cam
~CHERYL-LYNN
CARDINAL
pus struggling with issues such

and therefore I don't know the cir
cumstances surrounding her sui
cide. What I do know is that
someone is dead, and I'm trying
to find some meaning in it. I've
come up with this: Ifs time for us
to look seriously at depression
here at Taylor. If you know
someone you suspect may be
struggling with depression, say
something. Ask if the person
would like to talk; then listen
without judgment. At the veiy
least, let her know that you care.
A final note to those who are
suffering from depression: Talk to
your PA's. One of their jobs is to
listen and help. If you don't feel
comfortable talking to someone
on your wing, go to the counsel
ing center. Whatever you do, talk
to someone. You are not alone,
and you are not the only one who
has ever felt hopeless. This is a
Christian college. If there's no
one here to help you, Taylor isn't
worthy of the name Christian.
~INC,A GARDNER

To Taylor University Faculty, Staff and Students,
Words cannot begin to express our gratitude to the calls, the visits and most importantly the
prayers during the time following Shawn's accident. We have been witness to not only Gods pro
tecting and healing power in Shawn's life but also to the Christ-like love toward our family from the
Taylor Community.
We covet your ongoing prayers as Shawn continues the recovery process. And may God bless
each of us as we continue to serve Him.
Sincerely,
Mike and Carole Alspaugh

The Echo wishes to express its
deepest and most sincere
condolences to the Wahl family, to
her friends and to everyone who
knew her. We are keeping you in
our prayers.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the Editor must
be received by 6 p.m. on
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via e-mail:
echo@tayloru.edu
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"What's normal for October?
The Yankees in the World Series."
- NYC Mayor Rudolph Giuliani

Doing the math and breaking it down

Making sense out of statistics, rankings and records from the fall
BY TAB BAMFORD

enjoyed numerous successes, all
of which carry this same statisti
cal burden. To try to solve the
problem of many sports and
many more numbers this week
we're going to try a rapid-fire
approach to-this fall's Trojan
sports thus far.
0
Zero represents the number of
losses handed the men's tennis

SPORTS EDITOR

Number, numbers, numbers.
The sports page of any newspa
per is regularly littered with
numbers that don't make much
sense to the common person just
trying to find out what happened
in the contest they're reading
about.
This fall, Taylor athletics have

This Weekend's Sporting Events
Sat. 10/27:

W Soccer vs. Goshen

Football vs. Olivet Nazerene
M Soccer vs. Marian
M Lacrosse vs. Ball State

11:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

(both soccer games are MCC playoff games)

UPLAND TIRE inc.
TIMI

I
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Two is the current rank of the
men's soccer team in the region
as well as the MCC. They host
their first round playoff game
tomorrow against Marian at 2:30
p.m.

3rd
Third is where the women's
tennis team placed in their
conference tournament, good
enough to qualify for the NAIA
Regional tournament which is in
May. Junior Bridget Carlson led
the way by winning the confer
ence title at number four singles.
3
Three is the number of
preseason
All-American
nominees for the men's lacrosse
team. The team was accepted
into the exclusive CCLA just this
fall and has not played an official
game yet, but sophomore Steve
Green earned First Team honors
while juniors Brooks Odle and
captain Brian Hill earned Second
Team recognition. The team
hosts Bail State tomorrow.
Games are played between

Reade and Nussbaum.
4
Four is the number of losses the
volleyball team has been dealt
this year, which is dwarfed by the
Trojan's 35 wins. The team is
currently ranked 15 in the NAIA,
and no other team in the top 25
has won more than 31 games.
5
Five represents how many wins
the women's soccer team has
earned since their last defeat. The
team is 5-0-2 during this
streak, which started back on
September 21 against Anderson.
6
Six is where the men's cross
country team finished in a field
of 24 teams, including four
ranked
teams,
in
the
Southeastern
Classic
at
Georgetown Oct. 20.
T1 _
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148 South Main Street
Upland, In 46989

Better Brands
Better Prices

The buying power
of over 170
locations!
Best One dealers feature an
excellent selection of major
brand tires, including:

Mastercraft

team this year. The team finished
their season with a stellar 10-0
record, including victory number
100 in coach Don Taylor's career.
The Trojans won the conference
tournament by more than dou
bling the score of second-place
Huntington.
1
One represents the number of
games won by the football team
this fall. The win, however, gives
the squad a l-l record against
teams ranked in the NAIA Top
25. The team plays Olivete
Nazerene tomorrow.

Michael Pearson
(765) 998-0871
Mon - Fri: 7:30 to 5:30 pm Sat: 7:30 to Noon
Goodyear

Firestone

Let's give a 21-Day Salute to
Richard Allen "Really Aging Fast" Farmer
Whose birthday is November 16,h

Photo by Bryan Smith

ASSISTANT COACH JOSH GERBER holds on high the next play to be run by the scout team
offense during a recent practice.

4
Quinquagenarian

Here's the key to the best off-campus housing

Entering his sixth decade

BRIARWOOD APARTMENTS

Eligible for membership in the
American Association of Retired Persons

Second and Payne Streets, Upland

Born back when a postage stamp cost 3 cents,
the hourly minimum wage was 75 cents,
and the color television was invented

7-0

Reaching the half-century mark
[&-

jr

-A

1 and 2 bedroom apartments, stove and refrigerator
furnished. Lots of storage space and an attractive
location. In short, a great place to live.!!

Call for application: Tom and Sue Schlee 662-2432

